
1

T3 Webinar:  Automated Vehicles 
and Policy

Sponsored by U.S. DOT Intelligent Transportation 
Systems Joint Program Office Professional 

Capacity Building Program

The National Transportation Systems Center
U.S. Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary of Transportation

March 1, 2016



2

Disclaimer

The views, opinions, findings and conclusions 
reflected in this presentation are the 
responsibility of the authors only and do not 
represent the official policy or position of the 
USDOT/OST-R, or any State or other entity.
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Webinar Outline

What is an Automated Vehicle?
What are the Policy Implications?
What are legal and regulatory aspects? 
What are current activities at the USDOT? 
How do I get engaged? 
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What is an Automated Vehicle?

Image sources: https://www.teslamotors.com/models ; 
https://www.google.com/selfdrivingcar ; https://www.Mercedes-benz.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Four images of automated vechicles. 

https://www.teslamotors.com/models
https://www.google.com/selfdrivingcar
https://www.mercedesbenz.com/
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Key Terminology

• Automated vehicles are those in which at least some aspect of 
a safety-critical control function (e.g., steering, throttle, or 
braking) occurs without direct driver input. 

• Connected vehicles are those which use wireless technology 
to communicate among vehicles, roadside infrastructure, and 
other road users. 

• Connected automated vehicles are those which leverage 
autonomous and connected vehicle capabilities
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Levels of Automation: SAE J3016 Definitions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Graph illustrating the SAE levels from No Automation, Driver Assistance, and Partial Automation to Conditional Automation, High Automation, and Full Automation. 
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Emerging Policy Considerations?

 How do AVs impact the nature of existing Federal 
regulations (i.e. they assume a human driver)? 

 How could AVs impact infrastructure, land use and 
the overall transportation system?

 What are challenges of varying state regulations 
regarding AVs? Is greater consistency needed?

 Do AVs introduce new data privacy concerns and 
what are implications for public agencies?

 What are new challenges in testing, certifying and 
assuring safety of the technology?

 How compatible are existing liability and insurance 
models with AVs?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Image of traffic on the highway. Image of a traffic sign with the message “Challenges Ahead.”
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